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CONSENT ORDER
----------------

ADMINISTRATIVE CASE NO.

95-104 9S.I () 7

A FOl1nalEvidentiary Ilcaring was scheduled before the LouisimluSlate Bonrdof Physical
Therapy Examiners (the "Board") 011April 25. 1996. to address alleged. spccilie violations or the
LouisianaPhysiculTherapy Practice Act by the Respondent. Dcmctr'ichThrowcr ("Thrower"). to-
\vit: failure to properly supervise sUPPo11ivcpersonnel rendering physical therapy services Lo
patients. LSA R.S. 37:2413A(I). Rules ,md Regulations. Titlc46. Sections 305.321 and 325 !.tl~.;
performing und/or allowing the treatment of physical therapy to be perlormed without a physiciul1's
referral or prescription. LSA R.S. 37:241OAand 37:24I3A(I). Rules and Regulations. Tille 46.
Sections 311 and 325 s:.1~.: failure to properly supervise a physical therapist assistant rcndering
physical therapy services to puLicnts.LSA R.S. 17:2413A(I). Rules und Regulations. Tille 46.
Sections 305. 321 unu 325 et ~.; und practicing physical therapy which docs not conJ{)['J11to the
minimal standards ofacceptablc and prevailing physical therapy pmctice. such nli1urcconstituting
unprofessional conduct. LSA R.S. 37:24131\(7), Rules and Regulations. Title 46. Sections 325 ~
~. and 327 more particularly,

In attendance. at the Pre-hearing Conference were Respondent Oemetrich Thro\ver and his
attorney. Anthony IloUis: the Complainant. Lana I. Wilson. P.T.: and Miclmcl A. Tomino. Jr..
attorney for Board.

Upon consideration and discussion and evidence presented at the Conference and Lhcrcalter
to the Board. this Consent Order. cl1cctiveApril 25. 1996. is voluntarily entered into by and between
Respondent. DemctrichThrower and the Board which was comprised or~hmon A. Toups. Rcbecc.1
13.Lege. Gregory Ward and Paul A. Lamothe..Ir. I{)rthe purposes orthis proceeding.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I. Respondent. Ocmetrich 'n1rower,P.T.. is ill1dat all pertinent times was. a physicallhcrapisl
duly licensed by the Board to practice as a physical therapist in the State of I.ouisiana
pursu.mt to the Physical Therapy I)racticc Act of Louisiana. LU.R.S.37:2401 £!~.. as
evidenced by License No. 00788.
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2. Beginning during the SlUnmerof I<)93through March 1995, Rcspondem was cngagt:d in the
act of pmcticing as a physical therapist at P.T.S. Physical Therapy Services. Inc. in
Shreveport. Louisiana.

3. Begimling during the summer o{'1993 through March I<)<)5.Respondent failed to properly
supervise supportive personnel rendering physical therapy services to patients at P.T.S.
Physical Therapy Services. Inc.

4. Beginning during the summer of 1993 through March 1995. Respondent performed and/or
allowed treatment of physical thempy to be performed without a physician's rclerral or
prescription.

5. Beginning during the sununer of 1993 through l'vlareh1995. [kspondent failed to pl'Operly
Sl1pcl'visea physical therapist assistant at P.T.S. Physical Therapy Services. Inc.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Basedupon the toregoingFindingsof Fact. the Boardconcludes.as a matteroflaw. that:

1. Respondent failed to properly supervise supportive personnel rendering physical
therapy services to patients. LSA R.S. 37:2413(1\)( I)~Rules and Regulations. Title
46. Sections 305. 321 and 325 et seq.

"'J
Respondent failcd lOpl'ope1'lysupervise the supportive pcrsonnclunder his authority
and did not contolm to the minimal standards of acceptable and prevailing physical
therapy practice. such failure constituting unprolb;sional conduct on his part. LSA
R.S. 37:2413(A)(7)~ Rules and Regulations Tille 46. Section 325 el ~. and 327
more particularly.

Respondent pertonned and/or nllowcd treatment of physical therapy to be perlt)J"lncd
without a physician's relen-al or prescription. LSA R.S. 37:2410(/\) and
37:2413(A)(I): Rules and Regulations. Title 46. Sections 311 nnd 325 $j~,

4. Respondent perfunned and/or allowed treatment ofphysicalthempy to be pcrlt}rmed
without a physician's relelTal or prescription and did not conform to the minimal
standards of acceptable and prevailing physical therapy prnctice. such lililure
constituting unprofessional conduct on his part. LSA R.S. 37:2410(A) and
37:24 I3(A)(7); Rules and Regulations. Title 46. Sectiuns 325 ct ~_ and 327 more
particularly.

5. Respondent failed to properly supcrvise a physical therapist assistant rendering
physical services to patients. LSA R.S. 37.:2413(A)(I): Rules und Regulations. Title
45. Sections 305. 321 and 325 et ~.

6. Respondentfailcdto properlysupervisethe physical therapistassistant under his
authOlityand did not confonn to the minimal standards of acceptable and prevailing
physical therapy practice. such tailurc constituting unprofessional on his part. LSA



R.S. 37:2413(A)(7); Rulcs and Regulations. Title 46. Sections 325 ct scq. rule!327
more particularly.

DECISION

Considering the foregoing. and pursuant to the authority vested in the Boardby LSAR.S.
37:2401 ~ ~.: .

IT IS ORDERED that judgmem be rendered against Dcmetrich Thrower. r:r. and based
on the evidence. testimony introduced at the hearing and admissions under oath by him (0 (he
charges which have bcen submitted in this matter. that his license to practice physicalthcrupy be
suspended for one year beginning May 1. 1996 and thereaHer. be placed on probation ()f a period
of two(2) yearsof activcpractice.to runconsecutivelyto the periodof suspension.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that during the period of suspension or Lhe License.
Respondent shall not be entitled to perform any clinical role. nor supervisory role _ nor be included
in any ratio of physical therapists to supportive personnel.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that during the L\'''O(2) years probation periodset tOl111above
should Thrower not practice physical therapy as a licensee in (he State of LOl1isi,ma.then the
remaining term of the probationary period yet to be served at [hat time shal1be suspended for the
durationof thecessation.Duringthecessationperiodreferencedherein.Respondent'slicenseshaH
remain under sanction by the Board.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that within tive (5) days aftcr the receipt of this Final
Decision. Respondent shall submit to the Board office a sworn an1davit under oath that he has read
and understands the Physical Therapy Practice Act. the Rules ~U1dRegulations promulgated by the
Board.and the AmericanPhysicalTherapyAssociation'sCode of Ethics.Guide for Professional
Conduct. and Standards of Practice. a copy of which has been supplied to him.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall return his license to the Board office
on or bcfore May 1. 1996.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall be available for attendance at
schedulcd Board meetings upon reasonable advance notice to rcview compliance with the terms of

the probation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that an Into1111alConierence will be conducted ntthe end of

the entire sanction period referenced above between a representative committee of the Board and
Respondent whereby a Respondent's case will be reviewed at that time.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent,mustpaythecostsof theAdministmtivc
Hcming held in this malleI'upon demand.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent's Hlilurelo comply \ ith any oflhe lerms
of this Consent Order shall be deemed just cause for the suspension OJ'revocation of his lic~nse or
temporary permit. or other disciplinary action. as if such violation were enumerated arnong the
causes provided by LSA R.S. 37:2413 and the Rules ffi1dRegulations promulg,ltcd by the l1oard.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the existence and tenus of this Consent Order are not

conHdential or privileged infonnation.
IT IF FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent hereby releases the Board. its

representatives and attorney from any obligations or liability in their endeavors to administer this
r~., ,.." '.'_.1.........



.-

-

~
-
~..
o
j',
e~ .
E ~
.~ >~.:J

.-

"

f
\71
-

; ,...
~
Z ..,

-- '

~~f- I
I

r

I- I....

Iz..
I.....-

;J'; ;'1
::r. 0 I. oW-

fill

'- °1. = I


